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What Is MCAS?

The Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) is a series of academic tests given to
public school students in Massachusetts. MCAS tests are aligned with the Massachusetts Curriculum
Frameworks. All public school students must take MCAS tests in English Language Arts and Mathematics
each year in grades three through eight and once in high school. Students must also take a Science and
Engineering/Technology MCAS test once in elementary, middle, and high school. A History and Social
Science MCAS exam is expected to become a graduation requirement in the future.
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What Is MEPA?

The Massachusetts English Proficiency Assessment (MEPA) is a series of tests that measure the prog-
ress that students who are English language learners make each year toward English proficiency. MEPA
is aligned with the learning standards in the English Language Proficiency Benchmarks and Outcomes for
English Language Learners. These “benchmarks” describe the specific skills, knowledge, and concepts
that lead to students becoming proficient in English. English proficiency “outcomes” are in four language

areas: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
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This issue of Pointers was written by Janet Vohs, Mass PIRC staff, with
assistance from Debbie Zacarian, Ed.D., Director, Center for English
Language Education (CELE), a program of the Hampshire Education
Collaborative, Northampton, MA.
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Pointers

Parents’ PLACE Pointers was originally developed under Grant #U310A030443
awarded by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Innovation and
Improvement. The funds to update and disseminate this issue of Pointers were
made available through Grant #U310A060075 from the U.S. Department of
Education, Office of Innovation and Improvement, Parental Information and
Resource Center program, Grant #84.310A. The views and opinions herein do
not necessarily reflect those of the U.S. Department of Education.

We encourage copying of this newsletter to distribute to parents and families.
Permission is granted to reprint this publication in whole or in part. Please credit
Parents’ PLACE Pointers, Massachusetts PIRC, Federation for Children with
Special Needs, and contact us at masspirc@fcsn.org to indicate the number of
copies disseminated.
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